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Hall of Fame

o Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Inductees
Manitoba Rugby
From Jirn Russell

Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Commitiee Chair

he Manitoba Fugby Hall of Fame Committee s proud to rost our naugural Manitoba Rugby Hall
of Fame nduction dinnes

The sport of Rugby in Manitoba has a long and proud history that dates back to the late 1870
and it is fitting 10 celebrate that hstory and recognize those who have made a sgnificant contribution to
the game. Tonight's inductees are from the categories of playericoach, officals, bullders and pioneers.

The Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Committee s an independent organzation and is at arm’s liength
from Rugby Manteba. The critenia for nomination includes having been mwolved in Rugby at least 20 years
and having made a signifcant contributon 10 the game. Nominations were reviewed by the selection
commttee and ther recommendations retified by the executwe of Rugby Manteda

Selection critena also imciuce, accomplishments, honors recemved, involvement with the game,
overall career, and recognition of thes contribution by ther club, umon and community (local, national
antfor intemational)

Our sincere congratulations to all of the 2010 nductees ard our thanks for your signiticant
contribution to the sport of Rugby in Manitoba.

Jim Russell
Char, Manitoba Rugby Hall of fame Committee




Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Inductees
Manitcba Rugby Hall of Fame Committee

Chnstian Taylor
Presdent Rugby Manitoba

October 8,2010

Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame - Congratulations!

2010 marks a significant year for Rugby Manitoba. We have just finished cur 130th year
In the province, Maple Grove Rugby Park is celebrating its 25 Anniversary and with that we have
the begnning of a Hall of Fame to recognize and honour significant contributions to our $port

To be named to any Hall of Fame would be the highest of honours. To be named to a
Ha'l Of Fame In its inaugural year with a history as rich as our own is a testament to the
dedication and contributions that these individuals and groups have made. The contributions
and commitment that have been shown are what has helped this game grow and prosper.
All of these inductees have left a lasting mark on both the sport and the many people they have
met along the way. For that, on behalf of all of Rugby Manitoba | would ike to say Congratulat.ons
to the inductees and their families. You all deserve this recognition and we thank you for your
tremendous contributions.,
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Sincerely.

Don Pincock

Presaent

Board of Directors

The Maniiooa Sports Hall of Fame & Museum
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Sport®

145 Pacific Ave. « Winnipeg, ME R3B 226 « 204.925-5736 + Fax 204.925-5916
www.halloffame.mb.ca
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Rugby Manitoba
Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Inductees
Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Committee

Rick Bourne

Grabam Brown, CEO
Rugby Conada Board of Directors

Sepember 28, 2010

Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame - Congratulations!
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1 5 weh groat pleasuo that | congrangate all Me inductees 10 the naugural 2010 Rugby Mamstoba Hall of

Fama!

| would bke o @0 toke this opportunty to congrstulate the voluntes commstiee lrom Mandoba with the
daedicason 1o forming the Rugby Mandoba Hall of Fame in order 10 recogrize the outstanding achisvemants Dy
nAVIUAE and groups who were key members and stakehoidors in Rugdy's mose than 135 years in Mandtoba.

Congratulabons 1o the 2010 Induciees and thank you for your years of commament 10 the spoet of Rugby!

Sincerely,
RUGHY CANADA
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2010 Inductees
Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame
Saturday, October 16, 2010

In recognition of the 130-year history of the sport of rugby
(first played in 1879) in Manitaba, a Manitoba Rugby Hall
of Fame has been established as the result of a joint effort
by the Friends of Rugby, Maple Grove Rugby Park and
Rugby Manitoba

The Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame celebrates the history
of the sport of rugby in Manitoba, recognizing those who
have signeficantly contributed to the game and its
development

The Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Selection Committee
- rugby community representatives Ray Hoemsen (Chair),
Larry Cherrent, and Brenda Treleaven, and community/media
representative Ashley Prest of the Winnipeg Free Press -
recommended 10 inductees who were ratified by both
the Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame and Rugby Manaitcba.

The Manitoba Rugby Hall of Farme 2010 Inductees are
truly worthy, and we are honoured to be recognizing
both their accomplishments and contributions to the
game of rugby in Manitoba.

Introduction

! RY “BIGFOOT™ DEBOOY
> B Rughy Football Club (Posthumous
ENNS

rgec Creek Rowdkes Rugby Football Clu
WWINR RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB (1879-
_: S Winnipeg Slue Bombers (since 193¢

.

Assocation of Rugby Referees

E GROVE RUGBY PARK FOUNDERS
3
EVANS
Eassing Rugby Footbal' Club
IHN “KIWI" REILLY
gon Barbanans Rugoy Football Cl
IMOoUS)
 ROY
of Manitoba Wombats Rugby

SHEPHERDSON
Van Rugby Football Club
AN WILLIAMS
SNasps Rugby Football Cluo




bud history of
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The Saracens Rugby Club
songratulate Legendary player - Larry “Bigfoot” Debooy
and one of our founding fathers - Ken Adams,

and the 2010 Hall of Fame Inducm
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Larry "Bigfoot” Debooy - Player

Larry "Bigfoot” Debooy, former Captain of the
Saracens Rugby Football Club, represented his Club

at the Premier Division level for 35 years (since 1970);
played (and also served as Captain) for Manitoba

numerous times and participated in several national
tryouts. Larry also coached the Saracens and set the
standard which all club players should strive to achieve.

His nickname referred 1o his physical size but for Larry
“Bigfoot” Deboay, it also reflects the footprint he left on
the game of rugby in Manitoba

Al 6-foot-5 and 230 pounds durng his playing days,
Debooy's passion for playing rugby was matched only by
his devotion to fitness which allowed him to make rugby
his lifelong sport

His "Bigtaot” nickname began with his stature but he

carned it proudly with a fierce playing style and unigue
traning techniques.

The Saracens Rugby Football Club’s longest playing member,
Debooy played 35 years in the First Division and served 18
years as Saracens’ captain, He was selected to 15 provingial
teams where he was named caplain seven times. Rugby
Manitcba officials said these records are unhikely to ever
be broken in Manitoba

He played in numerous international matches during his
career which he later expanded 1o including the role of
coach with the Saracens. His former teammates, who were
alsa hs lifelong friends, said Debooy “set the standard”
for the work ethic and sportsmanship that all rugby players
should aspire o achweve

“Larry was a very unigue athlete and so well respected by
all of the rugby community, * said Gary MacDonald, a
lengtime friend and Saracens teammate. “To play a
demanding sport like rugby for 35 years 1s unique in itself
but to play at a First Division level for that length of time
s unheard of and a tnbute to Larry's commitment to
fitness *

Two of hs well-known musde- recovery technigues included
the use of ice baths and horse linament. “Larry received
a lot of teasing about the aroma of this tachnique but it
was harg 10 argue the results * MacDonald said

Ztwg Jablanowski, anather longtime friend and Saracens
teammate, joked that Debooy was involved in a lot of
broken bones over the years. “These ircluded, but were
not imited to, broken legs, broken arms, broken noses,
disiocated shoulders and thousands of stitches, ™ Jablonowsk:
said. “and I'm not referring to Larry, but to injuries Larry
nflicted on competitors and teammates | speak from
personal experience!”

Debooy, who died on January 16, 2009 after a hattle with
cancer, 1s survived by his wife Valerie and z legacy of battles
on the rugby park




Sometimes making the right call is difficult,

but not this time!

Congratulations to Ken Adams on being named to the
Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame in recognition of his work
as a referee and a tireless promoter of the sport

l'\Manitoba
Hydro

Proud to
support the
Manitoba Rugby
Hall of Fame,

Congratulations to all
2010 Inductees!

BITUMINEX PAVING

Asphalt and Congcrete Paving with Pride!




Corinne Enns - Player

Corinne Enns, an original member of the Sturgeon
Creek Rowdies Rugby Football Club, played for over
20 years (and also served as Captain); and represented
Manitoba at the provincial level and Canada
internationally on Canada’s Senior Women's Team as
a fullback in the inaugural Women's Rugby World
Cup in 1991, Corinne coached in the schools, continues
to support her club and will still pull on her cleats to
help at practice.

Those who leave a lasting impression on thewr sport are
those whao epitomize not only great athletic skill but also
exhivit far play, hard work and camaradernie. As one of
the best female rugby players in the history of Manitoba
rugby, Connne Enns symbolizes all of these attributes

Although she played a single match in 1985, she began
her nughy career in eamest in 1987 when Kathy Ryan, a
fellow physiotherapy graduate and Sturgeon Creek Rowdies
RFC member, took her 1o the Sandbagger toumament in
Grand Forks

Corinne’s ability as a fast, powerful runner, good tackler
and kicker made her perfact for the fullback position at
which she excelled

At the club level Connne played for the Sturgeon Creek
Rowdies RFC and held the captaincy lor many years. She
was first named to the Manitoba Pravincial team in 1987
but wasn't able to partcipate until 1989 due to inury. She
continued 10 be an integral part of the provincial team
until the early 2000's. She was often named the “Best
Back”™ by her dub and also received many Provincial MVP
awards.

Corinne Tirst stepped onte the mternational stage as part
of the Canadian Naticnal Women's team for the naugural
Women's World Cup in 1991 The team played against
New Zegland and Wales in their pool, losing to NZ and
tying Wales. They went on to win the Plate competition
after prevailing over the Sowviet Union, italy and Spain

Cornne was on the pitch esther in the centers or at fullback
for all matches except the NZ tilt. She remained active in
the national program until acceptance to the Winnipeg
Fire Department in 1995 which meant a change in priosity
and she was no longer able to make the commitment
requered of a natwonal athlete

Over the years Corinne has coached both High School and
Jumar Provincial teams and even tned her hand at refereeing
high school games for a season. Although her career as
4 player ended in 2003 she stll occasonally shows up for
club practice to help out with the backs and continues 1©
suppoert the team from the sidelines

Cannne continues to enjoy many long term fnendships
that were formed during her years playing rugby and
remains an inspiration ta many wamen playing the sport
today.
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Winnipeg Rugby Football Club 1879-1935 - Tearm
Winnipeg Blue Bombers 1930 2010

The Winnipeg Rugby Football Club was established
in 1879, the same year rugby was first played in
Manitoba, and is now celebrating its 80th Anniversary
as the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. Although the
Winnipeg Rugby Football Club changed codes from
“rugby union” 10 “gridiron football”, their roots were
in rugby - which is the foundatian for Canadian and
American football today. In 1935, the “Winnipegs”
were the first Western team to win the Grey Cup -
which was originally presented to Canada’s amateur
rugby football champion.

Rugby Union Football was first played on the Canadian
praines in the late 18/70's. The Winnipeg Rugby Football
Club, organized in 1879, was the first dub in Manitcba
In 1888 St John's College and the Royal School of
Intantry/90th Regiment (now known as the Royal Winripeg
Rifles) joined the Winmipeg RFC to form the Manitoba
Rugby League, the forerunner to the Mantoba Rugby
football Union which was founded in 1892. Praines’ rugby
was limited to Winnipeg until the North West Mounted
Police (Regina) and Moosommn (SK) clubs formed to
challenge the Winnipeg-based sides. The first interprovincial
play n the West took place in October of 1890 when the
North West Mounted Police came to Winnipeg, and were
defeated by the Winnipeg RFC 39-4 (news coverage at
the time by the Manitoba Free Press nicknamed the visitors
the “Roughnder<” - passibly the ongin of the Saskatchewan
Roughriders name)

Rugby football was played in what became Alberia and
Saskatchewan by 1890, and by 19C7 the new provinces
had organized their own competitions and adopted the
rules of the Canadian Rugby Union. The three praine unions
formead the Western Canada Rugby Football Urion in 19117,
hut were not allowed to compete lor the Grey Cup (donated
by Governor General Earl Grey in 1909 for the wininer of
the Domunion of Canada’s amateur rugby football
championship) untl 1921

Under the directon of RM. (Dick) Mahoney, the community-
owned Winnipeg Football Club began operatiors on June
10, 1930 following the rearganization of the financial
difficultes of the Tammany Tigers In 1933, the Winnipeg
Football Club amalgamated wath St John's (of the Manitoba
Rugby Unian) to form the ‘Pegs. The "Winnipegs™ became
the first team from Western Canada to win the Grey Cup
in 1935, when they travelled 1o Hamilton and cefeated
the Hamiton Tigers 18-12_In 1935, Winmipeg Inbune
sports writer Vince Leah reterred to the Winnipegs as the
*Blue Bombers”, which was soon adopted as the new
name for the club

Numerous Winnipeg Blue Bombers have played
representative nugby for their province or country - induding
current well-known veterans such as centre #60 Obby
Khan (Ontano) and defenswve tackle #97 Doug Brown
(British Columbia and Canada).
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Sincere congratulations
to All of our Rughy Manitoba Inductees tonight

And special thanks  Larry “Big Foot” Debooy and Ken Adams (or their many

years of outstanding contribution to the Saracen Rugby Club,




Ken Adams - Official

Ken Adams, an active referee in the 1980's and 1990's,
as President of the Manitoba Asscciation of Rugby
Referees developed programs to assist in the
identification of local officials by Rugby Canada,
coordinated international referee exchanges, and
implemented a strong administrative process to ensure
the viability and growth of local rugby officials. Ken
alsc played for and helped to coach the Saracens
Rugby Football Club, represented Maniteba on the
provincial team and remains a shameless promoter
of Manitoba rugby in Canada.

An integral part of any sport is the official who makes it
possible for the game 10 be played within the constructs
of the laws associated with it Ken Adams has been
nstrumental in enabling the sport of rughy in Manitoba
through his contributions 1o the Manitoba Association of
Rugby Referees (MARR) over the years

Ken began playing rugby in his native England at the age
of 10 and continued thraughout hs university days,
captaining the unwersity team. After graduation he went
1o New Zealand where he played for the Otago “Country*
team, a leeger for the Otagoe Provincal Team

After ending up in Winnipeg Ken founded the Saracens
RFC in 1969 with Peter Press, Gerry Nufer and Howie Goss
He played for 10 years with the Saracens and is an henorary
life member of the club. He played on the provincial squad
and captained that team from 1969 10 1974 He also
served on the Manitoba Rugby Union Board as Secretary
(1970°%) and Executive Vice-President (1990's)

Ken began his career as an offical in 1979 and was an
actve referee for 25 years. He was a member of the
Canadian referee panel from 1990-1996 and was selectad
to officiate Under 18, Tier | and Tier Il, as well as Women's
matches. He also ran touch for the international Senior
Men’s (Can-Am) match held at Maple Grove Rugby Park
between Canaca and the USA in 1994 A few years later,

Ken was once again selected 1o run touch when the Junior
Maari (a national team composed of players of Maari
descent), second only 10 the New Zealand All Blacks, wsited
Winnipeg to play a match against a Prarie Select sde.

As President of the Manitoba Association of Rugby Referees,
Ken implemented a strong administrative process to ensure
the viability and groswth of local rugby officials. He was
the MARR representative on the provincial board for many
years. He pursued a referee exchange program with New
Zealand, Britain and other Canadian pravinges - the highlight
being when Bill Zubrec, a local referce, spent time in New
Zealand He also set up hosting opportunites and facilitatec
nroducbons whenever local referees were traveling
olsewhere. Ken was a member of the Caradian Referee
Assessor panel as well for many years

Ken continues to serve on the Dsapine Committee, havng
been a member for 15 years, He remains a shameless
pramoter of Manitoba rughby to others in Canada




Maple Grove Rughy Park

Maple Grove Rugby Park is one of North
America’s f"weﬂ Rugby facilities boasting five
regulation size rugby pitches , a licensed
Clubhouse and s home to rugby for many clubs
n Manitoba

Manle Grove

Congratulations to the MGRP
Hall of Fame inductees and to
the organizers and supporters
of the Hall of Fame Dinner.

MAPLE GROVE RUGBY PARKS
EXECUTIVE AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT ROB ST. GERMAIN

VICE PRESIDENT DAVE WILSON
SECRETARY DUNCAN MACLEOD
ASSASSING' REP RYAN MARTIN

AUGAY MANITOBA'S REF  DAVE WILSON
SARACENS' REP RICK AND LINDA ROMSA
WANDERERS® REP HILARY MOWAT
WOMATS' REP LARRY CHERRETT
WASPS' RLP KIRK GORHAM




Maple Grove Rugby Park - Builder
Founder Committee

Maple Grove Rugby Park was established in 1985 as
the home of the majority of the Winnipeg-basec
rugby clubs, and has evolved into a multi-sport facility
which has hosted numerous school, club, provincal,
national and international events for rugby, flag
football, lacrosse, ultimate and volleyball. Without
the leadership of the Founders Committee {(which
first met in 1982) and the support of the community,
Maple Grove Rugby Park would not be one of
Manitoba’s premier multi-sport facilities.

The Maple Grove Rugby Park Founders Committee was
the group responsible for the nvention, ceation,
development and construction of Maple Grove Rugby Park,
the premier rugby facility in Western Canada, which was
nitially opened n 1985, Maple Grove Rugby Park has since
ts apening been the home of the majority of the Winnipeg
based rugby clubs, and has developed as a major multi-
sports facility, as well as a template for many other sports-
developed and managed faclities.

Commencing with the first meeting held November 4,
1982 at the Cambridge restaurant between Gary
MacDonald, Don Pincock and Larry Cherrett, it was decded
to form a committee of club representatives and others 10
plan and implement a field development project A group
of dedwcated and creatve individuals strived to successiully
complete such project. They were pnmarnily the foliowing:
Assassins — John Burman, Saracens — Gary MacDonald, St
vital - Martin Wagh, Wanderers - Peter Heaveysege,
Wasps - Doug Schon, Wasps Women - Brenda Treleaven,
University of Manitoba Wombats - Lany Cherrett, Mantoba
Rugby Union ~ Geoff Ellwand, Chair - Bob Molfatt, Vice-
Char - Don Pncock, Accountant/Treasurer - Bill Forbes,
Surveys & Plans - Ron Amann, and Fields Design - Rob
lsdale

The committee met nearly monthly between November
25, 1982 until August, 1984 when the lease was about
10 be signed and the corporation Maole Grove Rugby Park
Inc. was created. During these meetings an internal structure
was hammered out, land identified and approved, plans
for construction discussed and approved, and fund rasng
plans discussed and implemented. The committee raised
approxmately $300,000 and implemented the first sport-
developed and managed facibty in Winnipeg, all without
government funding.

While others ook over from the committee in completing
portions of the plans and in the further contribution to
the future success of Maple Grove Rugby Park, the above
commitiee members 100k the wea 10 reality and a number
of them continued in vanous capacities to contribute to
the future success of Maple Grove Rugby Park as one of
Manitoba's premeere multi-sport facilities




ASSASSINS

Rugby Football Club

Established in 1967

Featuring High School, Colts, Senior Women's
and Senior Men’s 1 and 2" Division Teams

Celebrating our 43 Year History

and in Honour of our
Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame Inductee

Mr. Dwight Evans

www.AssassinsRugby.com

Congratulations to all 2010 Inductees!

Questioning your
investment plan? Ask us.

Al limes like these, many investors hind

hemselves dealing with nagging questions:

l“'j‘.‘ { tnade the rig! | invesim N "h: s
(_"‘»H"‘c.' | be ,~; ing any ol my i vesiments
v / “' s 1] ’un

. p

l,l.,-|'_-_ i | 1 f v ] '.'_"v:"r‘ j ”, r )

Call now to find out more about how
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Kelly Hemmett B.A., CFP
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Dwight Evans - Builde

Dwight Evans, a founding player for the Assassins
Rugby Football Club in 1968, was instrumental in the
club’s establishment and served in many board and
executive capacities, including President. Dwight went
on to became President of the Manitaba Rugby Union,
and also chaired the 10th anniversary celebration of
Maple Grove Rugby Park in 1995,

Dwaght Evans was one of the onginal players when the
Assassins Rugby Football Club was founded in 1968. The
club, and the sport of rugby, have come a long way since
then and Dwight was instrumental in establishing the
Strong organzabiona’ structure that enabled both (o prosper

Dwaght played from 1968 to 1985 and served on the
executive of the Assassins RFC for many of those years
He filled a varety of positions from Social Cooedinator to
President between 1977 and 1980, In 1978 he was the
principal author of the new Assassins RFC constitution
From 1985 10 1989 Dwight was a member of the Assassins
Board of Directors. In 1985 he developed a long term
strategic plan for the club

Dwight was elected to the Manitoba Rugby Union Board
as the Special Events Coordinator in 1980 to coordinate
the hosting and running of the 1981 Western Canadian
Championships. At that time the MRU was strugghling and
provncial funding for the sport was in question. The new
board worked hard to renstitute programs that had lapsed
and to rebuild the union. Soon the sport of Rugby had
regained its good standing in the eyes of the provinoa
sport funding body

Dwaight went on to serve on the MRU board for six years,
several of those as president. During that time he drafted
a new constitution and also attended Canadian Rugby
Union meetings and worked with the other smaller provinces
to advance initiatives that were important to them

It was around this time that the dream of a home for rugby
in Winnipeg started to bacome a reality. The development
of Maple Grove Rugby Park was initiated and, as President
of the MRU, Dwight was involved with the rugby park
committee in negotiations with the City of Winnipeg as
well as many planring meetings

When Dwight stepped away from rugby in 1989 he left
a strong foundation that the Assassins RFC and Rugby
Manitoba have continuad 10 build on
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John “Kiwi” Reilly - Builder

John "Kiwi* Reilly, a co-founder of the Brandon
Barbarians Rugby Football Club in 1981, served on
the Executive for 28 years in numerous capacities,
including President, and was a force in the
development of rugby in Western Manitoba. Following
his untimely death in 2009, the North Pitch of
Brandon’s Canada Games Rugby Park was renamed
Reilly Field in recognition of his many contributions
to the game,

John was born in 1948 in Napier New Zealand and played
rugby for the Napier Manst RFC. In 1972, Ins first met
John in Napier and in 1975 they moved 10 Canada and
qot marned in Elm Creek, Manitoba (Ins's home lown)

In 1381 John, Doug Filipchuk, and Guy McKim formed the
Brandon Barbarians Rugby Footbell Club, at the tme the
only rugby club outside of Winnipeg. For the first two
seasons (exhibition only), all games were played at Green
Acres School. When the Barbanians were asked to find
another field, the three co-founders approached the City
of Brandon and were allowed to play on the (injfamous
field by the Assiniboine River with the huge tree in the
end goal directly behind the uprights. This turmed out to
be very good exposure for the Barbarians since the feld
was alongside one of the man roads into Brandon, and
traffic jams resulted from cars puling over to watch
matches!

John played the wing as well as hooker, and as one former
player sand. . "Kiwi was a man with an uncanny abdity to
burrow into a maul from an offside pestion and pop oul,
onside, with the ball.* John served as the President of the
Barbarians as well as a coach after John Keogh passed
away in 1989, John was not only a Level 2 Rugby Coach,
but also a certfied Referee and was a member of the
Mantoba Assocation of Rugby Referees and was on the
roster for games for numerous years. As time moved on
John remained the only founding member in Brangon and
became the back bore of the organzation nght through
to his last days! John ahweys sad that it was the development
of rugby that would keep him in Canada

The hugh schoal (with 11 schools) and youth (Bossevan,
Brandon, Minnedosa and Sours) programs all evolved anc
grew due to the strong alumni from the Barbanans. Players
were developed for both Manitoba and Canada.

John helped to secure and co-char the 1996 Natonal U18
Championships and co-chaired (with Denres Hunt) a
committee to develop world class rugby fields for the 1997
Canada Summer Games, recognized by Rugby Canada as
a "superbly organized event”, this led to John recewing
the Manitoba Rugby Union’s Volunteer of the Year Award
This was the first tme a club had hosted back-to-back
natonal championships. The two fields which were
developed (and whieh John helped maintaned) are a 'egacy
ta the game of rugby in Brandon and Manitoba.
Following John's death in 2009 the North pitch was
renamed “Reilly Field”




@ legacybowesgroup

YourTalent Management Speglalists

Congratulations to all the
Rugby Hall of Fame inductees!

Legacy Bowes Group
Sulte 720 - One Lombard Place Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X3
P: 943-0553 F: 957-5384 Web: www.legacybowes.com

Congratulations to Gillis Roy.
Always a teammate,
always a friend.
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Blair Riordan Chartered Accountant Inc.
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Gillis Roy, who first played for the then University of
Manitoba Rugby Football Club in 1974, has been the
foundation of the club since he first stepped on the
field. He has played, coached, refereed andior
administrated for over 35 years. As one of rugby's
true “unsung heroes” he has done whatever it takes
to sustain both the club and the game.

In the summer of 1974, Gillis Roy found rugby but far
more significantly Rugby and the University of Manitoba
RFC/Wombats found Gillis Roy. He has been the foundation
on which the club has remained anchored. He shaped and
guded the Referees Assoaation as well.

Gilis Roy played in the second row n the first and second
givisions from 1974 through 1980 when a back injury
curtailed his playing career

More importantly however, from 1974 through until the
early 2000°s he was match secretary, record keeper of
rugby players and potential recruits, equipment manager,
opened his home as a form of clubhause, assisted in
coaching and generally cid each and everything necessary
to encourage and suppart the club in its growth and
development

Gillis Roy - Builder

Hundreds of rugby players throughout the world remember
hus efforts and thewr interactions with him with warmth
and gratitude

Gilis refereed ard also scheduled referees, from 1980 unt
the 2000, helping 1o structure the Manitoba Association
of Rugby Referees as a result

He contnbuted to the operations of Maple Grove by
marking the fields and other necessary tasks over 3 number
of years.

Gilks continues to suppor rugby in many and dwverse ways,
and is the epitame of a rugby playersupporter and budder




Congratulations
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Hall of Fame Inductees
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Albert Shepherdson - Pioneer

Albert Shepherdson, a member of the Wanderers
Rugby Football Club, reestablished the c/ub and was
instrumental in the reconstitution of the Manitoba
Rugby Union in 1968 (rugby in Manitoba had been
dormant since 1961). Albert played at a high level for
a number of years in Wales before immigrating to
Manitoba. He represented Manitoba in their first
inter-provincial match against Alberta (a competitive
match with Alberta was a condition imposed by the
Canadian Rugby Union for the readmission of the
Manitoba Rugby Union), and played for a number of
years thereafter,

Albert Shepherdson is a long time member of the Winnipeg
Wanderers Rugby Club, the oldest of the surviving clubs
in Manitoba

Albert grew up in Wales where he started playing rugby
as a child in 1937, Albert played in the Pontypoo! area
from the late 1940°c until 1965, playing at a high level for
the Briish Army, Blaenavon, Ush and Talywain cubs. While
there he was, according to his own words 3 “migdling
good prop” . Albert was part of the 1956-57 Monmouth
Union winners and the 1959-1960 Ben Francis cup winners,
In 1966 Albert immigrated to Manitcba for work and
became part of our rugby community

Upon his arnival in Winnipeg, Albert joined the Winnipeg
Wanderers RFC, which was being reconstituted by John
Walton and Derry Newton, as rugby had been dormant
since 1961

When he arrived the Wasps had just been formed and
with only two dubs the game was being re-establshed.
Albert remembers that the first game he played was
12-a-side event

Albert scored two tries for Manitoba in a close loss of
24-22 versus Alberta in 1968, This was a very significant
match for Manstoba since the Canadian Rugby Union had
mposed a condition for readmission of the Manitoba
Rugby Union to the national union which required Manitoba
10 field a competitive side, as well as having a viable league
schedule The close result of this match helped 10 enable
the readmussion of the Mamitoba Rugby Union to the
Canadan Rugby Union in 1968

Albert continued to play for the Wanderers until 1976
(ang for Manitoba until 1974) when he immigrated for
work to China.

Thereafter, he played and coached in Trinidad in the late
1970's until he retired from play, playing his last game
in 1980




Congratulations

1o all the Hall of Fame

Inductees

Our Vision.

To support the growth and development of all aspects of the sport
of Rugby in Manitoba.

Our Objectives,

1. Work to help establish, restore and sustain connections among Rugby Alumni,
2. Financially and morally support and improve the game of Rugby at all levels
of play.
- |dentify males and femnales with standout athletic ability and provide financial
support that will widen their opportunity to play at an elite leved
- To provide a financial vehicle for patrons and friends of Rugby to assist in the
growth and development of Rugby in Manitoba
. To support programs that will increase the number of players and build community
awareness for the sport of Rugby
- Support events that restore and strengthen the relationship between Rugby
Alumni and the current community based dubs involved with Rugby in Manitoba
To provide additional financial support for programs not currently funded at a
provincial level that improve the quality of p ay and skill levels for players, coaches
and referees
« To continue to support and enhance Maple Grove Rugby Park as one of Canada’s
premier facilities




lan Williams - Pione

lan Williams arrived in Winnipeg in 1964 to find only
one active club - the Winnipeg RFC. lan co founded
the Winnipeg Wasps Rugby Football Club (1965), took
the first Winnipeg side to Edmonton Rugby Fest (1967)

nearly upsetting the highly ranked Vancouver
Meralomas, played for Manitoba in their first inter-
provincial match against Alberta (1968) and coached
Manitoba’s previncial side in their first match against
the University of British Columbia (1968). lan (and
wife Carolyn) helped Manitoba rugby to prosper
and grow.

lan Withams came to Canada from Scotland in 1957 and
first played for the Toronto Scottish (and as scrum half
helped to win the Quebec 7's in 1958). After relocating
to Montreal in 1961, Ian played for the Town of Mount
Royal. lan moved 10 Winnipeg in the winter of 1964, where
lan found that a thriving rugby community in the late
1950's (mainly Commonwealth Forces teams based in
Shulo), had only ore club remaining in Winnipeg - the
Winnipeg RFC (now the Wanderers) Stalwarts such as
Derry Newton and John Walton had kept rugby alive in
Winnipeg by holding regular training and playing the odd
away game witn clubs in Regina and Wisconsin

With the encouragement of Derry Newton to form ancther
club and sensing the potential for a renewal of rugby in
Winnipeg, lan put ads in the Winnipeq Free Press and
winnpeg Tribune looking for *anyone interested in playng
rugby * . The response was incredibe and included the six
“lan's" - such as lan Wallace (formerly of the Melrose &
Scotlang Under 16's) and lain McDeugall (ultimately Ph.D.,
Dean of Classics at the University of Winmipeq) who, in
turn through his connections at the then United College,
recruited Gary Fimon (Tuture Premier of Manitoba), leadng
to the formation cf the Winnipeg Wasps in 1965. Soon,
the Winnipeg Wasps (with lan as Captain) and the Winnwpeg
RFC were “running” together an the south banks of the
Red River by Churchill Drive, once the snow melteg
Eventually the Wasps relocated to the grounds near the
CNR locomotive in Assiniboine Park for ther games
Leutenant Bob Kompf of the Princess Patricias then joined
the Wasps, leading to Lipsett Hall (at the former Canadian
Forces Base) as a home for local rugby. Winnipeg Blue
Bombers players such as Paul Robson also started turning
up for early season outdoor training,
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an ok the first representative team from Winnipeg to
the Edmonton Rugby Fest in 1967 where they pushed the
nigh ranking Vancouver Meralomas to a very Close decms:on
(over 30 years later, the Wasps still take part in the
Edmonton Rugby Fest). In 1972 lan purchased (and rented
to other club members, mainly teachers at River Heights
School) a house on Alexander Street which quickly became
xnown as the “Hive" and became the headauarters for
the club

Members of the Wasps went on to not only form the
Manitoba Schools Rugby Union (1973), but also several
clubs - the Assassins (1967), the University of Manitoba
(1973), St Vital Buccaneers (1974), Portage Waolves (1979),
Sturgeon Creek Rowdies (1980), and the Brandon
Barbanans (1981) - and were also one of seven clubs who
came together 10 create Maple Grove Rughy Park (1985),
the primary home of rughy in Winnipeg




We just made
10 more great friends!

The Friends of Rugby
would like to congratulate all 2010 inductees
in today's ceremonies.

R irinds of

Manitoba



